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THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (ECOSOCQC)
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Members of the Economic and Social Council:
Albania El Salvador Mexico
Angola France Netherlands
Austria Germany New Zealand
Barbados Greece Pakistan
Belarus Guinea Palao
Benin Guinea-Bissau Paraguay
Bolivia Guyana Philippines
Brazil Haiti Portugal
Canada Iceland Romania
Cape Verde India Russian Federation
Chad Indonesia Saudi Arabia
China Iraq Somalia
Costa Rica Japan South Africa
Cuba Kazakhstan Sri Lanka
Czech Republic Lithuania Sudan
Democratic Luxembourg Thailand
Republic of the Madagascar United Kingdom
Congo Malawi United States of
Denmark Mauritania America

The Purview of the Simulation: The Economic and Social
Council is the principal UN organ responsible for coordinating
economic, social and related works of 14 specialized agencies, 10
functional commissions and five regional commissions. ECOSOC
accepts reports and recommendations from other UN bodies,
including the Commission on Population and Development
(CPD) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP). Along with its coordinating role, ECOSOC
gathers information and advises Member States on economic,
social, humanitarian and human rights programs. ECOSOC

also coordinates and collaborates with autonomous specialized
agencies that work closely with the United Nations. These include
multilateral financial and trade institutions, such as the World Bank
and the World Trade Organization.

Website: www.un.org/docs/ecosoc/

Economic and Environmental Questions:
Science and Technology for Development

Since its inception at the dawn of the nuclear age, the United
Nations has been concerned with the effect of scientific and
technological advances on world peace and social development. The
science and technology gap often highlights disparities between the
developed, developing and least developed countries (LDCs). Gaining
the technological means to protect their environments is often of low
priority to LDCs focused on the subsistence of their citizens; the cost
and speed at which new technologies emerge makes education of and
access to these technologies by its citizens prohibitive. The challenge
to the international community is two fold in this arena: sustainable
development and the equitable spread of knowledge.

Focusing on the developing world, the first international agenda
in this area was formulated in 1963 at the UN Conference on the
Application of Science and Technology for the Benefit of the Less
Developed Countries. Sixteen years later, at the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development, the General
Assembly (GA) reaffirmed the 1979 Vienna Programme of Action
by establishing an Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development. The Committee was charged with
advancing guidelines and priorities, creating monitoring systems,
and promoting general implementation of the Vienna Programme.

On the tenth anniversary of the 1979 Conference, the GA noted
its disappointment with the slow implementation of the Vienna
Programme of Action and transformed the Intergovernmental
Committee into a functional ECOSOC Commission.

The UN Commission on Science and Technology for
Development (CSTD), as part of the UN Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), researches and collects data, provides
technical assistance to developing nations, and advises the GA

and ECOSOC in order to formulate policy to aid in development.

In addition, this aid focuses on sustainable growth in developing
regions. While the technology gap has consistently grown for the past
40 years, CSTD has worked to provide more technologies to more
Member States to improve their development capabilities.

In September 2000, world leaders set the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) with an intention to measure and
improve economic and social problems throughout the globe.

That same year, a meeting of a high-level panel of experts on
information and communication technologies (ICTs) reported that
these technologies can greatly enhance a developing nation’s ability
to achieve those goals; however the rising technology gap between
developed and developing nations significantly reduces the feasibility
of using ICTs to achieve that goal.

Since then, many UN Member States have been working through
CSTD to help developing nations speed up their development
process. Unfortunately, most Member States are unwilling to openly
share ICTs that could greatly benefit developing nations because of
these technologies’ benefits as exports. The role of the CSTD is to
provide a forum for these nations to discuss science and technology
for development, while recognizing economic costs for both the
developers and the LDCs, and ensuring the integrity of copyright
laws.

Earlier this year, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) released their fourth report, stating that, globally,
climate change is happening, it is very likely anthropogenic, and that
measures need to be taken to reduce emissions, particularly carbon,
methane, and nitrogen dioxide. With that in mind, technologies used
to develop economies need to be more efficient and less harmful
to the environment. If development is unsustainable it will only
complicate reducing global emissions, worsening the harmful effects
of climate change, while ultimately harming the natural resources
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within the developing world. Coordinating the efforts of the CSTD
with that of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) may
be the most effective approach to achieving more sustainable results.
In April 2007, the UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs released the report “Industrial Development for the 21st
Century: Sustainable Development Perspectives.” The report does
note that there is a rising technology gap between the developed and
the developing nations. However, it does come to the conclusion
that industrial development has consistently been the best route to
creating a higher standard of living for developing nations and this
development can be accomplished in a more environmentally friendly
manner than has been done in the past. Taken all together, this
indicated that bridging the technology gap between the developing
and developed world is key to encouraging sustainable development.

Questions to consider from your government’s perspective on this issue
include:
» What measures can the United Nations take to encourage greater
information technology sharing between Member States?
* How can the United Nations support faster development in
developing nations, while promoting sustainable growth?
» Which technologies provide the best mechanisms for developing
nations to integrate into the digital market?
¢ Currently, most nations are not on par to meet their MDGs by
2015. What steps can be taken to increase the likelihood of
accomplishing these goals?
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Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice:
Responses to Violence Against Women and
Girls

Violence against women has existed in many forms throughout
history and affects millions of women each year. Domestic violence,
femicide, female genital mutilation, rape, and forced pregnancy
are examples of violence directed specifically at women across
international, cultural and economic divides. Historically, women
have rarely been granted equal status and protection as men;
violence against women is a manifestation of the historic trend of
subordination by and discrimination against women by men. In many
States, violence against women has been ignored or marginalized, and
in some instances, legitimized by custom, religion, or law.

The international focus on violence against women as a special
subset of human rights violations came about only in recent years.
The United Nations’ 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women was the first such instrument to exclusively and
explicitly address the issue. The Declaration defined violence against
women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is
likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acts....” The Declaration
identified three areas in which violence commonly occurs: the
family, the general community, and the State. It furthermore found
violence against women to constitute an obstacle to the achievement
of development and peace, as it has lasting social and economic
repercussions. The Commission on Human Rights reiterated these
sentiments in resolution CHR 1994/45 by appointing a Special
Rapporteur on violence against women.

Addressing the issue of violence against women requires a multi-
faceted approach in which the criminal justice system plays a crucial
role. A/Res/52/86, Annex, delineates changes and improvements to
be made in the arenas of criminal law and procedure, police work,
sentencing and correction, and victim support and assistance, among
others. It is only by reforming and evaluating practices in all aspects
of violence against women that an attitudinal and societal change will
occur, at which time prevention can be pursued.

One of the primary challenges in the efforts combating violence
against women has been the lack of research and data at the national,
regional and international levels. To that end, the United Nations
Division for the Advancement of Women collaborated with the
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in producing the report
“Good Practices in Combating and Eliminating Violence against
Women.” The May 2005 report found that the problem had become
more visible and pervasive over the past two decades and remained
largely unaddressed in policy and practice. Furthermore, work
on prevention has almost always been limited to local short-term
measures. Interventions that are shown to be successful in one setting
or culture may not be effective in another community; however
there exist basic aspects of legislation and responses that can be
applied across contexts. Good practices which were commended
included delegitimizing male control over female sexuality through
laws specifically criminalizing marital rape; providing a specific
legal status for immigrants who are victims of domestic violence;
establishing a civil right to compensation from the perpetrator or
State; and enabling reporting of complaints through women police
stations and cells.

The “Good Practices” report recommended a mainstreaming
of the gender approach; not to create a “gender-blind” criminal
justice system, but to integrate and educate on the special needs
and considerations in violence against women. Guaranteeing that
victims are extended their full rights and dignity while ensuring that
perpetrators are brought to justice is the responsibility of an informed
and gender-sensitive judicial system. Historically, many of the
processes involved in filing a domestic violence or rape complaint
were not only degrading, but also a deterrent to the report and pursuit
of such crimes. The United Nations Division for the Advancement
of Women offers education for judicial officers on the use of
international human rights law to promote a jurisprudence of gender
equality and consideration for victims.

One of the many significant challenges still facing the
international community is the lack of reliable documentation or
data on violence against women. Without evidence as to the linkages
between violence against women and other social, economic and
cultural phenomena, it is difficult to draft or implement a successful
Plan of Action at the national level. The effort to prevent and
reduce the global incidence of violence against women will require
transnational cooperation and a concerted effort to affirm the rights
and equality of women, through legislation, perpetrator rehabilitation,
victim empowerment, and education of the judicial actors as well as
society at large.

Questions to consider from your government’s perspective on this issue
include:

» What steps can be taken to incorporate a gender-sensitive
approach to violence against women in a criminal justice system?

» Are women adequately represented in crisis services and
prevention dialogue?

» What cultural or traditional considerations constitute obstacles to
criminalizing violence against women in all its forms?

* To what extent have measures toward the elimination and
prevention of violence against women been integrated into justice
systems at the national level?

* To what extent should the international community be involved in
such human rights violations?
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Strengthening of the Coordination of
Emergency Humanitarian Assistance of the
United Nations

Humanitarian crises occur in a wide range of situations that often
require an even wider range of solutions. These crises arise from
any number of events that affect the health, safety or security of a
community or State, with causes as varied as armed conflict, natural
disaster, famine, or epidemic. More often than not, States must turn to
the international community for humanitarian assistance because they
are unable to cope with the emergency alone.

Page 32 » 2007 Issues at AMUN

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)



Since its inception in 1945, the United Nations and a number
of its subsidiary bodies have addressed the issue of humanitarian
aid in cases of emergency. Humanitarian aid has often been a life-
saving force for those in emergency situations. In a 1991 resolution,
the United Nations recognized the need for a body to ensure that
emergency humanitarian assistance response was strengthened. This
opened a new dialogue across the UN, allowing Member States to
contribute and refine ideas on ways to increase aid and assistance in
the wake of natural and man-made disasters.

Beyond the establishment of the Emergency Response
Coordinator (ERC), UN bodies have learned over time that their
good offices are needed to provide a standardized framework for
international, national and local NGOs. This role was eventually
elevated to an Under-Secretary-General role when the Department of
Humanitarian Affairs was established. The organization saw a change
of name to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) as its scope amplified. Several other organs were created by
the 1991 resolution: the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC),
charged with providing a forum for UN and non-UN organizations to
establish consistent policies and frameworks to address humanitarian
responses; the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP), allowing for a
standing body to make appeals for funding from sources worldwide
to subsidize monies available for emergencies; and, the Central
Emergency Revolving (now Response) Fund (CERF), accountable
for garnering donations and pledges from public and private sources
to provide standing capital to decrease reaction time to events.
Furthermore, the Hyogo Declaration was adopted as a Plan of Action
with established goals and strategies for follow-up from 2005 to
2015 as another attempt to streamline the process of emergency
humanitarian response.

These resolutions and declarations charge the office of the
Secretary-General with providing reports at established intervals
after a disaster. These all follow a similar structure: history of the
disaster; immediate response of affected Member States; response,
both short and long term, of UN and other international, national, and
local agencies; observations on the effectiveness of actions taken; and
recommendations for future disasters, focusing on both the specific
type of disaster and coordination in general. A short review of recent
reports reveals the most comprehensive of these reports emerge from
natural disasters. The 2005 hurricane season in Central America,
the October 2005 earthquake disaster in South Asia and 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami disaster reports all note similar recommendations
which seem to be areas of concern, regardless of type of disaster.
These areas of concern broaden the discussion of humanitarian
assistance considerably, often complicating the opportunity for
consistency in crafting reactions.

Disasters often hit nations and communities that are already
in a state of economic disarray. Poverty levels are magnified and
at-risk populations are rendered especially vulnerable. Women and
children, who culturally may not have a voice in their situation, are
often overlooked in the rebuilding process. Urban-oriented migration
often leaves poorer areas with higher concentrations of women and
children to bear the brunt of the disaster. There is an increased chance
of gender violation and violence, along with child trafficking, in the
wake of the event. A lack of development magnifies the economic
impact, as entire industries face possible destruction. Confusion
often arises about land ownership, magnified when ownership
documentation is not available or destroyed. Access to medical and
educational resources, as well as re-establishing the basic necessities
of shelter, food and water are often the initial focuses of relief efforts.

The initial response activities to a crisis set the stage for recovery.

It is a quite common phenomenon for a large outpouring of support
to come immediately following an emergency. Once immediate
needs have been met, the need for resources continues and is often
greater as recovery is typically a long, dynamic process. The CERF
is attempting to prevent sudden drops in funding for humanitarian
assistance as activities shift their focus to recovery. Prior planning for
disaster response at all levels of government has tremendous impacts
on the ability of response organizations to carry out coordinated
activities in the immediate aftermath of a crisis. Many nations have
standing policies to mobilize their military assets initially and then
to phase in the use of civil society organizations to aid in recovery.
This requires training for the militaries involved in humanitarian
responsibilities and an established civil society. Groups of disaster
responders from different organizational viewpoints working in
coordination, on the ground, with UN and the government of the
affected ensure that various perspectives are accounted for in the
recovery process and the needs and well-being of disaster victims are
protected.
Questions to consider from your government’s perspective on this issue
include:
* In what ways might existing levels of coordination be enhanced
by suggestions of the reports of the Secretary-General?
* Are there any ways to increase international funding for the
CERF?
* How can the level of disaster preparation for Member States be
supported by the international community?
* How can ECOSOC promote cooperation, and not competition,
between aid agencies?
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