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CHAPTER VI.
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
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AMUN’s Economic and Social Council will consider five topics on its agenda. Representatives can choose to explore these top-
ics in a number of forms: through resolutions, in less formal working groups or commissions, or through the creation of treaty
or convention documents.

STATE MEMBERS

BACKGROUND RESEARCH
HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT: THE CONTRIBUTION OF HUMAN RE-
SOURCES DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING IN THE AREAS OF

HEALTHANDEDUCATION, TOTHEPROCESSOFDEVELOPMENT

The international community has made a concerted effort
over the last decade, through global conferences and summits,
to view the development process in terms of more than just
economic progress. The focus on human resources develop-
ment is an attempt to eradicate poverty by emphasizing health
and education to achieve equitable growth, environmental pro-
tection and good governance. Recent discussions emphasize
the importance of integrating health and education into over-
all development strategies in order to achieve the Millennium
Summit goals by 2015.

The UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) identify
development priorities for the next decade and reflect a com-
mitment to human resources in the areas of universal primary
education, gender equality, HIV/AIDS, and child mortality. To
achieve these goals, there have been numerous global actions
dedicated to education and health. The World Education Fo-
rum held in Dakar in April 2000 made a commitment to edu-
cation for all (EFA), declaring that education is not only a hu-
man right, but also the key to sustainable development. The
Report of the Commission on Macroeconomics and Health,
presented to the World Health Organization (WHO) in 2001,
predicted that increased investment in health would not only
save lives, but also generate a six-fold annual economic return
on that investment. In addition, the World Summit on Sustain-
able Development and the International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development, both held in 2002, focused on hu-
man resources development strategies. In July 2002, ECOSOC
held a high-level segment devoted to the topic of human re-
sources development, where the Secretary-General presented

his report in the hopes that it would give political impetus to
the subject (E/2002/46).

Education is important to overall development because it is
the foundation for sustainable growth. Education prepares in-
dividuals to become active members of society, increasing the
productivity of the workforce and contributing to a demo-
cratic community. Although there has been significant
progress in the area of education, in the year 2000 there were
more than 113 million children without access to primary ed-
ucation and 854 million illiterate adults. EFA goals emphasize
that education must include primary and secondary education,
adult literacy, and gender equality. To achieve these goals, the
Dakar Forum recommended increased donor coordination,
sector-wide approaches, debt relief, and the regular monitoring
of EFA progress.

In the area of health, the emphasis on human resources de-
velopment was furthered in January 1999 when WHO Director-
General Gro Harlem Brundtland delivered a speech arguing that
spending on health was a necessary investment. In his 2001 re-
port to WHO, Macroeconomics and Health, Jeffrey Sachs ad-
vanced the case for human resources development in health by
arguing that investment in health would provide large economic
returns, and challenged the idea that economic growth by itself
would automatically improve health care services. Health cover-
age is considered essential to the development process because
malnutrition and hunger contribute to a decline in productivity.
Health also contributes directly to education goals, as a healthy
body is needed for effective learning, while education in turn
contributes to better nutrition and health. Difficulties in im-
proving health services include: inequitable distribution, gender
bias, and lack of necessary medicines.

The main problems facing the international community in
the area of human resources development are how to improve
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both the quality and delivery of services. A significant part of
this issue revolves around inadequate financing. At the Inter-
national Conference on Financing for Development in Mon-
terrey, the participants noted that current resources fall short
of what is needed to meet development goals. It is estimated
that to reach the MDG, global official development assistance
would need to be doubled. Other difficulties faced include the
scarcity of skilled workers due to the “brain drain,” conflicts,
and gender perspectives. The approach advocated by the Sec-
retary-General is multi-sectoral in nature, requiring action at all
levels of governance to address education, health, water, food,
and technology policies. Although primary responsibility is
with the state, the support of the international community will
be needed to realize these development goals. The challenge
ahead is to coordinate all sectors and levels of government to
effectively implement human resources development.

Questions to consider from your government’s perspective
on this issue include:
• What can be done to assist in the financing of human re-

sources development?
• What role should regional and international partnerships

play in country policies that address education and health?
• How can human resources development in the areas of

health and education be utilized in other sectors?
• What role can the private sector play is assisting the UN in

addressing the issues of human resources development? 
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HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS: SPECIAL ECONOMIC, HUMANI-
TARIAN AND DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE

ECOSOC was created to deal with various global issues,
some of which include sustainable development, long-term
crisis situations and short-term “emergency” disasters. The
humanitarian segment of ECOSOC considers special eco-
nomic issues such as humanitarian and disaster relief. Human-
itarian issues of disaster relief include natural disaster relief as
well as relief for prolonged disasters arising out of the
HIV/AIDS crisis or the immediate after effects of civil war.
Humanitarian relief in situations of disaster is imperative to
other areas of concern within ECOSOC. For instance, much
time and effort is extended to deal with issues of sustainable
development. In many disaster situations, decades of develop-
ment work can be systematically wiped out in the face of hu-
man-induced or natural disasters, if outside intervention to
deal with the situation is not applied in a rapid manner.

In dealing with issues of natural disaster, technology can
play a significant role mitigating and responding to humanitar-
ian crises. Even with technological availability, disaster-prone
areas can be at risk if coordination efforts are compromised.
Issues such as poverty intensify the effect of a disaster within
a region. There are areas around the world that face various
natural disasters, which are difficult to handle without the
proper organization and coordination of available technology.
Two previous examples are the drought in the horn of Africa
in 1998 and the floods in Mozambique in 2000. In both cases,
an ad hoc advisory council was organized to help coordinate
disaster relief and to address the ensuing humanitarian crises
that resulted (A/57/97- E/2002/76, 25 June 2002). Health
concerns from physical to psychological trauma have been dis-
cussed as well as issues relating to women in times of disaster.
Further, concerns have been voiced about the protection of
children who may be vulnerable to being recruited as child sol-
diers after the initial crisis.

The HIV/AIDS crisis continues to present unique chal-
lenges to the international community in addition to other nat-
ural disasters that have been considered in the past. UNAIDS
works diligently with other UN agencies and humanitarian or-
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ganizations on the ground to address complex humanitarian
crises that may cause or result from natural and human-in-
duced disasters. Additionally, the issue of health and develop-
ment was brought to deliberation through the Inter-agency
Standing Committee (IASC). The resolution “recognized the
disease as a potential threat to peace, security, and worldwide
stability” (EGM/HIV-AIDS/2000/WP 3; 7 November 2000).
An expert report was compiled and the issue was taken all the
way to the Security Council. Internally displaced persons (IDP)
were also one focus of the resolution. The International
Labour Organization (ILO) brought forth issues related to the
HIV/AIDS crisis, including the risk of children being taken as
soldiers, prostitution as a result of displacement, prevention
and care, along with their impacts on development.

Following the increased incidence of displacement arising
from the floods in 2000 and 2001 in southeastern Africa, sig-
nificant action was taken in 2002 to address natural disaster re-
lief. The UN worked with Mozambique and other countries in
the region on preparatory measures designed to educate the
people in the area. One such seminar was put forth through
the Southern Africa Regional Outlook Forum (SARCOF). The
floods of 2001 were more significant, hit different regions of
the country and were unlike the floods in 2000. Ultimately, a
large amount of support was focused on Mozambique in the
form of both monetary assistance and human resources assis-
tance through the UN Disaster Management Team
(UNDMT). In addition, the future of Mozambique has been
considered and goals have been established for continuing de-
velopment assistance.

Finally, a more recent issue that has been considered is the
issue of countries emerging from conflict. One particular area
of focus in this regard is on African countries. A resolution
passed in ECOSOC allowing for the creation of ad hoc advi-
sory groups to be established for countries which had recent
conflict (E/2002/L.12, 10 July 2002). Other regions of the
globe were also discussed in relation to this issue, in particular
Asia and southeastern Europe. Throughout the discussions,
Member States emphasized the importance of coordinating
and supporting NGOs and other UN agencies in their re-
sponse to the issues surrounding natural and human-induced
disasters. In particular the World Bank, the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP), WHO, the UN Development Program (UNDP),
and the ILO, to name a few, were cited as key agencies that can
and do play a vital role in addressing humanitarian crises aris-
ing from disasters.

Questions to consider from your government’s perspective
on this issue include:
• What types of natural disasters, potential and real, can affect

your region or your country?
• How can the UN better coordinate and facilitate the use of

technological assistance in addressing crises around the
globe? 

• How can the individual needs of Member States be bal-
anced in the face of regional or global disaster situations? 

• What are the future issues that will need to be dealt with in
relation to humanitarian and disaster relief assistance?
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ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS: SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT

The international community has long recognized the im-
portance of science and technology for economic and social
development. The UN has played a crucial role in promoting
international cooperation in the field of science and technol-
ogy for development and in helping to solve global scientific
and technological problems. This is especially true in the field
of information and communication technologies (ICTs),
which cuts across all economic activities. ICTs have a wide
range of applications and provide wider access to information,
serve as powerful channels for communication, and promote
new options for improving productive processes in industry as
well as in other economic and social activities. However, tech-
nological research, innovation and capabilities remained largely
concentrated in a select group of countries. Many developing
countries are becoming even more marginalized, held back by
the lack of capacity to innovate and incorporate new tech-
nologies into their industrial sectors.

In an effort to capitalize on international efforts, the GA
adopted the Vienna Programme of Action on Science and
Technology for Development in 1979 (A/Res/34/218, 19 Dec
1979). The Vienna Programme was established with a mandate
to enhance the endogenous scientific and technological capa-
bilities of developing countries, and to address the impact of
new and emerging areas of science and technology in the de-
velopment process. An Intergovernmental Committee on Sci-
ence and Technology for Development was formed to oversee
the development and implementation of the strategies adopted
in the Vienna Programme. In 1982, the UN Financing System
for Science and Technology for Development was created as a
voluntary and universal system to assist developing nations in
financing key technologies for development. The UN re-
quested $300 million in donations to provide loans and grants
to developing countries to fund activities based on economic
need and the prospects for commercial application. An execu-
tive board was established to review project proposals and
grant financial assistance in consultation with the Intergovern-
mental Committee. Four years later, the GA decided to termi-
nate the Financing System and transferred its responsibilities
and resources to a new trust fund within the UN Development
Programme, entitled the UN Fund for Science and Technology
for Development (A/Res/41/183, 8 December 1986).

13 years later, on 30 April 1992, ECOSOC established the
Commission for Science and Technology for Development.
The more permanent commission became the successor or-
ganization to the Intergovernmental Committee. As such, the

commission sought to sharpen the focus of the UN’s work by
devoting particular attention to the issues of technology trans-
fer and capacity building, particularly in developing countries.
Greater coordination of activities with the Commission on
Sustainable Development and the UN Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) was also encouraged.

Following this strategic reorganization, the UN focused its
efforts on addressing a variety of development issues. It noted
that advancements in science and technology could be utilized
to help developing nations. Many of these countries could have
the opportunity to fight diseases, increase production, better al-
locate their resources, and improve their economies. One of
the main issues that developing nations face is the lack of ac-
cess to scientific and technology-based education. While many
countries may already have doctors, scientists, or even engi-
neers, they often lack the proper training or the human re-
sources to achieve desired outcomes. In addition, it has been
widely acknowledged that while ICTs offered wide-ranging op-
portunities to tackle the problems of poverty, poor communi-
cations, economic stagnation and environmental degradation,
they also generate new challenges for countries in which tech-
nological capability, skill capacity, and infrastructure are not
sufficiently developed. Technology and competitiveness could
be acquired only when supported by policies that focused on
national capacity building for technology absorption and learn-
ing. To this end, the Commission has sought to carry out ICT
needs assessments for interested countries, in particular Least
Developed Countries (LDCs), and to assist them in formulat-
ing national strategies and action plans for ICT development.

The diffusion of ICTs throughout the world is extremely
uneven. Many developing countries face significant barriers in
access to and effective application of ICTs owing to limited
telecommunications infrastructure, low computer literacy lev-
els and lack of a regulatory framework. Most developing coun-
tries are not in a position to compete with industrialized coun-
tries. Therefore, the most effective way to raise the level of
technology in developing countries is through acquisition of
technology from the industrialized countries. However, the
mere transfer and import of new technology through foreign
direct investment and other channels does not ensure technol-
ogy acquisition. In order to build capacity to acquire and mas-
ter technology, it is essential that Member States build sound
human resources capital and put in place credible and more fo-
cused long-term policies and regulations that encourage the
active international transfer, effective diffusion and develop-
ment of technology, and promote strategic partnerships be-
tween governments, the private sector, academic institutions
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

In an effort to meet the needs of developing countries, the
Commission is currently focusing its efforts on promoting the
application of science and technology to meet the Millennium
Development Goals. In undertaking this task, the Commission
is concentrating on policies and measures that would lead to: (a)
improving the policy environment for the application of science
and technology for development by identifying potential risks
and benefits of new and emerging technologies; (b) strengthen-
ing basic and applied research in developing countries and in-
ternational scientific networking; (c) strengthening technology
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support institutions and science advisory mechanisms, building
human capacity, identifying new technologies and applications,
and encouraging international collaboration to support research
in neglected fields; and (d) promoting universal Internet access
at affordable costs and building strategic partnerships in the
field of science and technology for development and capacity
building for competitiveness (E/2003/31-E/CN.16/2003/6, 5-
9 May 2003). In addition, the Commission is addressing the op-
portunities and challenges presented by new and emerging
biotechnologies, and the underlining need for national capacity
building in biotechnology to support efforts in rural develop-
ment, improving food security, agricultural productivity, health,
and environmental sustainability.

Coping with these challenges in the future will require con-
certed national efforts, as well as support from the interna-
tional community, including the UN system, NGOs, research
institutions and academia. As the UN gears up for the upcom-
ing World Summit on the Information Society, many of the
aforementioned institutions will be coming together to discuss
the future role science and technology can play in the develop-
ment process.

Questions for consideration from your government’s per-
spective on this issue include:
• How can the UN further encourage the use and develop-

ment of ICTs in social and economic development?
• In what ways can the UN provide greater access to infor-

mation about potential risks with the use of ICTs?
• What particular measures can be adopted by developing

countries to close the “digital divide?”
• How can the UN assist developing countries in under-

standing the use and potential risks of biotechnologies?
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SOCIAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS: ADVANCEMENT
OF WOMEN

Equal rights for and equal treatment of women is an issue
that has been addressed repeatedly through the past century
and a half, but it is a goal that has still not been reached. On av-
erage, women account for only 14 percent of the seats in na-
tional parliaments. In industrialized countries, women in the
wage sector earn an average of 77 percent of what men earn;
in developing countries, they earn 73 percent. Two-thirds of
the world’s 876 million illiterates are women. Of the 113 mil-
lion children of primary school age who are not attending
school, almost two-thirds are female. By the time they reach
18, girls have an average of 4.4 years less education than boys.
HIV/AIDS disproportionately affects women and adolescent
girls who are socially, culturally, biologically and economically
more vulnerable. In sub-Saharan Africa, women account for
58% of all HIV-positive adults.

Since its inception, the UN has been concerned with the is-
sue of advancement of women. From the UN Charter to the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, it has clear that
women should be given equal opportunity in all facets of so-
cial, economic, and political life. The UN has created several
organizations to oversee and promote the advancement of
women. They include the Commission on the Status of
Women (created in 1946), the Division of the Advancement of
Women (started in 1946 under the name “Section on the Sta-
tus of Women”), the UN Development Fund for Women
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(UNIFEM, 1976) and the UN International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (IN-
STRAW, 1976).

Over the years, UN action for the advancement of women
has taken four clear directions: promotion of legal measures;
mobilization of public opinion and international actions; train-
ing and research, including the compilation of gender desegre-
gated statistics; and direct assistance to disadvantaged groups.
Today a central organizing principle of the work of the UN is
that no enduring solution to society’s most threatening social,
economic, and political problems can be found without the full
participation and the full empowerment of the world’s women.

In an effort to codify the work of the UN since 1946, the
GA in 1979 adopted the Convention to Eliminate All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women, an international bill of
rights for women. In 1995, the Fourth World Conference on
Women (FWCW) was held in Beijing, China. The Platform for
Action that was adopted at the FWCW sought to further
progress on issues that disproportionately affect women, espe-
cially focusing on poverty, education, violence against women
and human rights. In 2000, a follow up summit of the FWFC,
Beijing +5, was held in New York. In addition, in 2000 the UN
Millennium Summit adopted eight Millennium Development
Goals to be achieved by 2015. Among these are the empower-
ment of women and the promotion of equality between
women and men, the elimination of gender disparity in pri-
mary and secondary education, the reduction of maternal
mortality by three-quarters and the reversal of the spread of
diseases, especially HIV/AIDS and malaria.

To date, the UN continues to work on the advancement of
women in several areas, including the promotion of women in
decision-making roles; reducing poverty, especially women in
poverty; increasing women’s literacy rates and increasing
women’s education in general; and decreasing the incidence of
violence against women. As the primary agency changed with
coordinating the UN efforts in these areas, UNIFEM has fo-
cused its energy on three main goals, the strengthening of
women’s economic rights and the empowerment of women to
enjoy secure livelihoods; engendering governance and peace-
building to increase women’s participation in the decision-
making processes; and promoting the human rights of women
around the globe and eliminating all forms of violence against
women to transform development into a more peaceful, equi-
table and sustainable process. It is hoped that as the world en-
ters a new millennium, the advancement of women will be-
come a reality.

Questions to consider from your government’s perspective
on this issue include:
• What role has your country adopted in relation to the ad-

vancement of women?
• What actions has your country taken, either on its own or

with other Member States, international, regional, or local
organizations and other NGOs, on the advancement of
women?

• How much progress has been made internationally on the
Millennium Development Goals related to women?

• What additional measures does your country take to further
promote the advancement of women?
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