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The FiNAl reporT
The Final Report, including copies of all reso-
lutions, reports and Chronicles, will be avail-
able online at www.amun.org; stay tuned.

ThANk YoU represeNTATives
AMUN 28 was a hit! This was a year to re-
member, and we hope many of you will be able 
to join us next year for the 29th Conference!

Fill oUT A CoNFereNCe sUrveY 
Links to the  AMUN Survey are avail-
able at www.amun.org. Your feedback is 
strongly desired and greatly appreciated. 

Urbanization Under debate in eSCaP

Ga SeCond Committee beGinS diSCUSSinG debt, 
bUt revertS baCk

By: Will Berry

ESCAP

Representatives from ESCAP 
continued to work industriously 
through Monday afternoon, and 
managed to complete work on 
their report for topic one, Enhanc-
ing regional economic cooperation 
and inetgration in Asia and the Pa-
cific, which is pending approval by 
the dais. Having completed their 
work on topic one, ESCAP Rep-
resentatives began deliberating on 

topic two, Towards a sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient urban future 
for Asia and the Pacific. Repre-
sentatives hoped that they might 
complete a second report with the 
brief time remaining. Representa-
tives from Georgia made clear their 
country’s commitment to ensuring 
rural areas have adequate access to 
sanitation networks and potable 
water, whereas representatives from 
India highlighted the centrality of 
of housing and travel infrastruc-

ture to urbanization. Representa-

tives from Bangladesh agreed with 

the points made by representatives 

from Georgia and India, but add-

ed that the Commission should 

meaningfully engage the problem 

of urban overpopulation in their 

deliberations. All representatives 

expressed their hope that initial 

fruitful deliberations would beget a 

comprehensive, meaningful report 

on the Commission’s second topic.

Committee of 
exPertS on PUbliC 
adminiStration 
PaSSeS moSt 
reSolUtionS at 
amUn 2017
By: Brady Johnson
CEPA

The Committee of Experts on 
Public Administration (CEPA) 
passed three more resolutions 
and finished writing one report 
Monday evening, capping off a 
productive session. The Com-
mittee also passed Resolutions 
I/1 and I/2, which were cre-
ated to help focus on combat-
ing corruption around the globe.

Representative Jenny Detjen 
of Kenya states that Resolution 
I/1 will address the United Na-
tions Convention Against Cor-
ruption (UNCAC) and plan 
for stronger relationships with 
Non-Government Organizations 
(NGOs) and Civil Society Orga-
nizations (CSOs) to the UNCAC. 

“Individual missions between 
the NGOs and CSOs were real-
ized with the UNCAC as provid-
ing oversight,” states Representa-
tive Detjen. The resolution will 
allow NGOs and CSOs to work 
at the local level with the UN-
CAC presiding over the bodies 
to deter and hinder corruption 
within the NGOs and CSOs.

The passing of Resolution I/2 
allows for various levels of educa-
tion to be offered to communities 
as well as public officials to deter 
corruption, which will result in 
better relations between govern-
ments and citizens. The resolution 
also establishes limits on gifts be-
ing sent to public officials as part 
of the effort to deter corruption. 
Representative Cordell Camp-
bell of Indonesia states that Reso-
lution I/4 “further strengthens 
NGOs and CSOs while providing 
more oversight by the UNCAC.” 

Representative Hannah Jensen 
of Argentina mentioned that the 
four resolutions from topic two 
have been written into the report 
that the Committee has since 
passed. Representative Kaitlyn 
Steinhiser of Brazil was a major 
contributor in writing the Citizen 
Engagement sub-committee that 
contributed to the final report. 

“I’m proud of CEPA members 
for working diligently together and 
listening to each other’s ideas,” said 
Representative Steinhiser. CEPA 
will continue to write the report for 
topic one and present their ideas to 
the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) government body.

By: Claudia Chiappa
GA Second Committee

As the draft resolutions concern-
ing topic one were being edited, 
representatives in General Assem-
bly Second Committee temporar-
ily switched to topic number two: 
International Financial System 
and Development. “It was a good 
idea,” said Representative Haley 
Torrance of Botswana. “Nobody 
was bringing anything new to topic 
one, it was becoming redundant.” 

Several Member States brought 
up the issue of sovereignty and 
financial crisis, arguing for coop-
eration among developed Mem-
ber States in order to bring aid 
to developing Member States. 

Representative Torrance said 
that she found Greece’s resolu-
tion to be interesting. Representa-
tive Alejandro Barrett of Greece 

spoke about his plans: “Greece is 
very concerned for countries in 
our position,” said Representa-
tive Barrett. “They are ... Portugal, 
Italy, Greece, and Spain. These are 
countries of relatively small econo-
mies, but burdened with an enor-
mous amount of debt. What this 
resolution is really trying to work 
towards is a bit of a debt push-
back.” Greece’s resolution would 
give States that cannot pay their 
debt the opportunity to work with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to push the payment dead-
line back. This would give States 
like Greece “breathing room” and 
the possibility to boost their econ-
omy, so that they will eventually be 
able to pay their debt. “Greece can-
not pay its debt back, because we 
have no economy,” said Represen-
tative Barrett. “We are being forced 

to sell out national assets, and 
while that gives us temporarily re-
lief, in the long run, it damages us.”

Later in the evening, the Sec-
ond Committee switched back 
to topic one and discussed 
multiple draft resolutions.

Resolution I/2, drafted by In-
dia, was regarded by many repre-
sentatives as too general and lack-
ing specific directions. There was 
a vote to adjourn the resolution, 
but it failed. It was then brought 
to vote and failed with 44 opposed. 
“A lot of people thought it was too 
general, but it gave general guide-
lines,” said Representative Roza 
Tawil of India. “We chose to honor 
cooperation ... Clauses 1 and 2 
reaffirmed and recalled previous 
resolutions and clauses. Represen-
tatives simply had to look up the 
already available information.”

tenSionS riSe aS the SeCUrity CoUnCil enGaGeS the
SitUation in rwanda
By: Will Berry

Historical Security Council 1994

Representatives of the Histori-
cal Security Council of 1994 con-
tinued to discuss the situation in 
Rwanda. A resolution on the floor 
considered bolstering peacekeep-
ing forces in Rwanda and sought to 
protect trade routes in the war-torn 
country. After an urgent update 
on the situation, representatives 
amended the resolution to include 
an operative clause that allows 

General Romeo Dallaire to seize 
illegal weapons caches in the coun-
try. While the amendment enjoyed 
popular support, some representa-
tives voiced serious concern with 
its inclusion. The Rwandan Rep-
resentative in particular expressed 
his worries over the amendment. 
Representative Jakobi Lundi Bass 

of Rwanda was frustrated by the 
resolution, claiming that allowing 

General Dallaire to seize weapons 
caches in the country undermines 
Rwandan sovereignty. Moreover, 
the original resolution, which did 
not make reference to Rwandan 
weapons caches, “placed Rwanda 
at the forefront of peacekeeping 
operations,” allowing the Rwandan 
government to mediate conflict 
without heavy-handed interference 
by the international community. 

Ongoing updates on the situa-
tion in Rwanda during the Securi-
ty Council’s emergency session led 
members of the Council to rethink 
the resolution, which they subse-
quently voted against adopting. As 
the situation in Rwanda contin-
ued to deteriorate, some Council 
members, such as Belgium, began 

to discuss measures for evacuat-
ing its citizens from the country.

Another resolution, drafted by 
Djibouti and a host of other rep-
resentatives, advocated for replac-
ing the existing Rwandan govern-
ment in order to prevent what the 
resolution described as a genocide. 
Use of the word genocide proved 
to be contentious, and represen-
tatives from the United States 
and United Kingdom threatened 
to veto the resolution should the 
term be included. Hamstrung by 
contentious resolutions and con-
stantly evolving situation on the 
ground in Rwanda, the Council 
has thus far been unable to devise 
a solution for the worsening con-
flict. As the Security Council con-
tinues its deliberations, Rwandans 
lose their lives by the thousands. 

Committee & 
CoUnCil UPdateS
ConCUrrent General  
aSSembly Plenary

The General Assembly Ple-
nary has passed three resolutions 
that combat violent extremism 
by creating more education in 
local communities to deter radi-
calization. These resolutions will 
allow NGOs to better facilitate 
conversations in local areas and 
define violent extremism so coun-
tries can detect the warning signs. 

Ga firSt Committee
Ushering the General Assembly 

First Committee into conversa-
tion regarding women and dis-
armament, Representative Molly 
Combs of Sweden pointed out 
that women “have few opportuni-
ties to express their views and their 
concerns are often not addressed.”

Ga SeCond Committee
After long discussions, Reso-

lutions I/3, I/5 and I/6  passed. 
Resolution I/3, drafted by Ven-
ezuela, Ecuador and Columbia, 
passed with a vote of 65/26/16. 
Resolution I/5, drafted by Jordan, 
passed with a vote of 63/14/12. 
Resolution I/6, drafted by Norway, 
Russia, the United States, Iceland 
and Denmark, passed with a vote 
of 63/14/12. These resolutions 
worked to strengthen aspects of 
sustainable development such as 
regional economic organizations, 
infrastructure and investments.

Ga third Committee
As of Monday evening, the 

General Assembly Third Com-
mittee had focused discussions 
and made headway on critical 
resolutions regarding human traf-
ficking. Two resolutions, Resolu-
tion I/2 and I/4 were both passed. 
Resolution I/5 faced significant 
opposition among Member States. 
Representatives continue to dis-
cuss resolutions in the topic area. 

CePa
The Committee of Experts on 

Public Administration passed three 
more resolutions and completed 
the report for topic two. CEPA 
will continue to work on the report 
for topic one, to be reviewed by 
the Economic and Social Council.       

eSCaP
Having completed the major-

ity of its report on topic one, 
ESCAP began deliberating on 
topic two, Towards a sustainable, 
inclusive and resilient urban fu-
ture for Asia and the Pacific. After 
finishing deliberations on topic 
two, the Commission successfully 
adopted both reports, which are 
pending adoption by ECOSOC. 
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ConCUrrent Plenary PaSSeS three reSolUtionS
By: Brady Johnson
Concurrent GA Plenary

The General Assembly Plenary 
passed three resolutions to combat 
violent extremism while discussing 
topic two, which addresses ways to 
fix the peacekeeping architecture 
at the United Nations. Member 
States are currently in discussions 
on various proposed resolutions 
that will help combat extrem-
ism and modernize the United 
Nations peacekeeping missions. 

Resolution GA Plen/1/5, also 
called Operation Coorporation 
(OC), passed strengthening lo-
cal governments while allowing 
nations to maintain their sover-
eignty. Resolution GA Plen/1/6 
passed, creating a unified defini-
tion of terrorism for the interna-
tional community while allowing 
States to use domestic definitions 
of terrorism to supersede in-

ternational standards, protect-
ing their national sovereignty. 

Towards the end of the evening 
session the Assembly came to-
gether to pass another resolution 
dealing with topic one. Resolution 
GA Plen/1/8 builds off Resolu-
tion GA Plen/1/5 by adding more 
roles for Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations (NGOs) and more 
education in the private sector. 

The Assembly changed topics 
to focus on peacekeeping mis-
sions within the United Nations.

Representative Sohyun Kang 
of India proposed a resolution 
that will focus on ways to restruc-
ture the United Nation’s process 
of peacekeeping missions. “We 
want a long-term solution that 
will allow monitoring of areas to 
provide feedback on ways to best 
help a State,” said Representa-
tive Kang. The goal is to provide 

sustainable solutions for nations 
in need. The nation of India is 
interested in finding co-sponsors 
for the resolution. Representative 
Alex Heaton of India is working 
alongside Representative Kang in 
finding support for the resolution.

Representative Zakaria Falouji 
of Bahrain mentioned in his ad-
dress to the Assembly “We want 
to avoid power monopolies at 
the United Nations” and include 
systems that would check and 
balance the bureaucracy. Repre-
sentatives from Yemen share the 
notion of having more oversight 
on peacekeepers and avoid mis-
sions that could cause more in-
stability in impacted regions. 

The General Assembly will 
continue to discuss these is-
sues during today’s deliberations. 

eGyPtian CriSiS takeS Priority in 1956
By: Josie Bellrichard
Historical Security Council 1956

President Gamal Nasser of Egypt 
has closed the Suez Canal, and 
France and the United Kingdom 
have taken military actions in the re-
gion. The United Kingdom claims 
that their military action was only 
intended to suppress Egypt’s “pi-
racy” regarding the Nasser govern-
ment’s nationalization of the Suez 
Canal earlier this month, while 
President Nasser called it an “un-
provoked imperial attack.” Many 
other Member States are currently 
working to issue a Presidential 
Statement negotiating a ceasefire.

Representative Frank Lally of 

France also justified his country’s 
military actions in Egypt, stating 
that “in the interest of greater in-
ternational stability, it was neces-
sary for France and the United 
Kingdom to take action.” This 
has caused contention within the 
Council, and led the States of 
Belgium, Peru, Cuba, China, the 
United States and Iran to draft 
a statement “condemn[ing] all 
military attacks into the sovereign 
state of Egypt [and] call[ing] for 
an immediate ceasefire and the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops.” 

These Member States are cur-
rently trying to unite the body 
in order to draft a Presidential 

Statement that echoes the senti-
ments of their unofficial state-
ment. Representative Matthew 
Causer of the United States said 
“We are currently in the process of 
negotiating a ceasefire, and we are 
asking the nations of the United 
Kingdom and France to restrain 
their forces […] in the interest of 
international peace and stability.”

The Security Council ac-
knowledges the scope and pos-
sible implications of this con-
flict, and is working to quickly 
come to consensus regarding the 
actions that should be taken.

BeCAUse YoU hAveN’T GoTTeN YoUr AMUN T-shirT 
YeT! visiT CoNFereNCe serviCes TodAY!

Put a Smile On YOur Face, YOu’ll lOve YOur new Shirt.

why iS he GrUmPy?

we have ShirtS that will make yoU (and the Cat) haPPy:
• The famous AMUN T-Shirts are available for purchase! Choose from the 

new “Think Diplomatically” or the classic “Got Peace?” and selected other 
designs. But choose quickly as supplies are limited!

• Conference Services also has a wide variety of other great AMUN 
memorabilia, including handbooks, lanyards, winter wear, keychains, 
buttons, lapel pins, flash drives and more.

• If you need to find a museum or a place to eat, Conference Services can also provide maps of Chicago and 
recommendations.

• If you are interested in joining the AMUN Secretariat, you can sign up for a staff interview at the Conference Services 
desk.

 liechtenStein v. 
GermanY CaSe iS 
oUt of iCJ’S 
JUriSdiCtion
By: Josie Bellrichard
International Court of Justice

The International Court of Jus-
tice came to the decision that the 
case of restitution of property after 
World War II and the Van Laer 
painting is out of their jurisdic-
tion. The Court also heard oral 
arguments from the Netherlands, 
Ecuador, and Qatar regarding a 
request from the General Assem-
bly for an advisory opinion on the 
threat or use of nuclear weapons. 

The majority ruled that “it is 
not possible to rule on this case 
without invoking the third party 
principle set as precedent in past 
ICJ cases.” The concurring opin-
ion agreed that the Court does 
not have jurisdiction to issue any 
orders on this case, but came to 
the separate conclusion that the 
Court does in fact have tem-
poral jurisdiction over the case.

The Advocates of Liechtenstein 
said “the official stance of the Prin-
cipality of Liechtenstein is that  we 
are grateful that we were given the 
opportunity to present our case 
to the Court. The Royal Family is 
outraged at this grave miscarriage 
of justice and is disheartened by the 
lack of respect shown our nation by 
the international community.” Ad-
vocate Ashton Thompson of Ger-
many said “The issue of the painting 
should be settled between Liech-
tenstein and the Czech Republic.”

Following this decision, oral 
arguments regarding an advisory 
opinion on the threat or use of 
nuclear weapons began. Advocate 
James Hicks of Qatar said that 
the issue of nuclear weapons is 
“without question the most press-
ing issue facing the global com-
munity.” The other Advocate of 
Qatar, Brady Gibbons, echoed this 
sentiment, stating “The spread of 
nuclear war is [...] the most dev-
astating concept that humanity 
has ever created [...] and any rea-
sonable nation would want to ad-
dress that.” The ICJ will announce 
their decision this afternoon.

Ga third PaSSeS two reSolUtionS, azerbaiJan faCeS Criti-
CiSm over reSolUtion  
By: Andrew Hartnett
GA Third Committee

As of Monday, the General As-
sembly Third Committee had 
focused discussions and made 
headway on critical resolu-
tions. Two resolutions, Resolu-
tion I/4 and a revised I/2, passed. 

Resolution I/5 faced significant 
opposition among the Member 
States. The resolution failed with a 
vote of 4 in favor, 87 in opposition, 
and 19 abstentions. Many Member 
States were particularly offended 

by a clause that stated “In order to 
prevent children being taken under 
promises of work, promotes the 
uses of employment agencies for 
children of age in that country.”

One of the sponsors of Reso-
lution I/5, Representative Evan 
Polinsky of Azerbaijan clarified, 
saying, “That is a bit of a mess up 
on our part, I would say. What 
we were really referring to were 
minors, which is what we had 
originally but must have been 
edited out. We were obviously 

only talking about minors who 
are legally allowed to work. We 
weren’t referring to child labor.”

One of the primary issues of this 
clause is how nations define minors. 
Representative Polinsky continued, 
saying, “We go by the United Na-
tions’ definition. But basically we 
are only discussing people who 
are allowed to work. We weren’t 
encouraging illegal behavior.” 

The Representatives contin-
ue to discuss resolutions in the 
human trafficking topic area. 

Committee & 
Council Updates 
Continued
fao
The Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization discussed the importance 
of measures to ensure the diver-
sity of plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture, cooperation 
with local farmers, the relevance of 
aqua-farming, as well as the spread 
of antimicrobial-resistant patho-
gens among livestock and crops 
during Monday evening session. 

oPCw
Representatives in OPCW 

showed much consensus build-
ing in the Implementation of 
Article XI: Economic and Tech-
nological Development. Two 
resolutions with broad support 
were merged from the floor, and 
the resulting Resolution II/1 
passed with a vote of 54/5/12

wSiS+10
During formal debate regard-

ing human rights in the informa-
tion society, Representative Mi-
chael Baker of Uruguay argued 
that the “open forum [facilitated 
by the Internet] is a great gift” 
that should not be sacrificed 
for the sake of cybersecurity.

ContemPorary SeCUrity 
CoUnCil

Early tomorrow morning, the Se-
curity Council met in an emergen-
cy session upon learning that troops 
from the Saudi Arabian Army, 
which had been escorting a cara-
van with humanitarian aid within 
Yemen, encountered and engaged 
armed forces of Iran. Open warfare 
between the two armies ensued.

hiStoriCal SeCUrity 
CoUnCil 1956

The Historical Security Coun-
cil of 1956 debated how to best 
approach Egypt’s nationalization 
of the Suez Canal. After multiple 
press conferences, the Council 
rushed to respond to the Nasser 
government taking control of the 
Canal, which had been controlled 
by the United Kingdom and 
France, until it passed Resolution 6. 

hiStoriCal SeCUrity 
CoUnCil 1994

Representatives on the His-
torical Security Council of 1994 
continued their discussion of the 
situation in Rwanda. An amend-
ment to a resolution which would 
allow General Dallaire to seize ille-
gal weapons caches in the country 
generated significant controversy 
among members of the Council.

CommiSSion of inqUiry 
1948

As the Commission of Inquiry 
of 1948 prepares for the medi-
ated discussion between the Re-
public of Indonesia and the State 
of the Netherlands, they claim 
to be hopeful that both States 
will reach a diplomatic solution.

international CoUrt
of JUStiCe

The ICJ heard oral arguments 
from the Netherlands, Ecua-
dor and Qatar regarding a re-
quest from the General Assembly 
for an advisory opinion on the 
threat or use of nuclear weapons.  

Security Council  
& ICJ Updates



Correction:

The Edition 5 WSIS+10 
Article was misprinted. A 
corrected version with the 

WSIS+10 can be found in the 
Final Report.

Coi 1948 
ConClUdeS, hearS 
teStimonieS from 
indoneSia and 
netherlandS
By: Claudia Chiappa
COI 1948

This Monday the Commission 
of Inquiry of 1948 started hear-
ing testimonies relevant to settle 
the dispute between Indonesia and 
the Netherlands in the area known 
as the Dutch East Indies. After 
hearing from a Representative of 
Indonesia and from the Premier 
of Indonesia, the Commission 
called Representative Noah Sis-
son of the Netherlands to testify. 

Representative Sisson responded 
to Indonesia’s allegations accusing 
the Netherlands of having crossed 
established borders illegally. He 
claimed that the the Netherlands 
only went into another region to re-
taliate against attacks from guerril-
la fighters, saying their actions were 
legal and justified. He also spoke 
concerning the blockade which the 
Netherlands imposed towards In-
donesia during wartime and which 
remained in place after a ceasefire 
was declared. “Ceasefire does not 
mean end of conflict,” said Repre-
sentative Sisson. “We are still tech-
nically at conflict with Indonesia, 
so [a blockade] is a legal action.”

The Representative further stated 
that the Netherlands has a strong 
suspicion that the United States of 
Indonesia is supporting the guerril-
la forces on their territory.“We be-
lieve so because guerrilla warfare is 
targeting specifically Dutch forces, 
they are considerably armed, and 
they often attack when we are in 
negotiations with Indonesia,” said 
Representative Sisson. “It would be 
extremely troubling if [the United 
States of Indonesia] were backing 
up these factions during a ceasefire.”

The Netherlands remains 
committed to carrying out the 
Renville Agreement and sup-
porting the plebiscite in the ar-
eas that are being contested. 
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StePPinG StoneS to bridGinG the divide
By: Aubrey Keller
WSIS+10

For the representatives of the 
World Summit of the Information 
Society, Representative Jamesh 
Karnati of Turkmenistan said, “it 
was good to see one strong step-
ping stone” put into place with 
the passage of Resolution I/1. 
The resolution, which set the 
framework for infrastructure to 
expand Information and Com-
munication Technology (ICT), 
passed with a vote of 66/7/22.

Many representatives view this 
resolution as a building block and 
hope a more detailed solution will 
be proposed.  Representative Bram 
Hubbard of the Republic of Ko-
rea finds it a “good foundation for 

what is to come” and is “confident 
that there is some good language 
within these documents.”  Alterna-
tively, representative Gabriel Dara-
los of El Salvador felt the language 
of the resolution was not adequate-
ly “specific” and thus left room 
for authoritarian governments 
to refuse the expansion of ICT.

Representative Karnati also 
would rather have seen the vote 
conducted as a placard rather than 
a roll call vote.  In explaining his 
request to take a roll call vote, Rep-
resentative McGwire Stroud of 
Cote d’Ivoire explained that “it’s 
always good to give time to people 
who do not exactly know how they 
will vote,” as representatives have 
the choice to abstain from the or-

der, meaning they will not vote 

until all other States have done so.

During the evening session, 

the topic was changed to Human 

Rights in the Information Soci-

ety.  Representative Michael Baker 

of Uruguay encouraged States “to 

place free speech above your desire 

to monitor for security purpose.” 

This is a point of contention, as 

Representative David Flora of In-

donesia feels that “free speech is 

protected speech” and that unmon-

itored speech can infringe upon 

freedom.  Unfortunately, an agree-

ment was not reached, and the com-

mittee has returned to Topic One: 

On Bridging the Digital Divide.

StrenGtheninG 
international re-
lationS with the 
female voiCe
By: Aubrey Keller

GA First Committee

After the General Assembly had 
spent “50% of our time on less 
than 50% of our topics,” Repre-
sentative Kyle Nordmann com-
mended his fellow representatives 
on their plans to regulate Impro-
vised Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
and encouraged the body to move 
on to the topic of Women and 
Disarmament.  With a narrow 
vote of 56/44/9 regarding chang-
ing topics, the motion did pass.

Representatives immediately 
began collaborating to write co-
hesive resolutions considering the 
obstacles faced by women.  “A lot 
of countries do not report [bar-
riers  to] women because they 
are wrongly considered  rights 
of passage,” according to Repre-
sentative Miriam Abiyou of Italy.  
Representative Michael Miller of 
Greece recommended implement-
ing “more effective programs that 
will target the primary education 
level, because that is when women 
start getting left out.”  No mat-
ter the solutions presented, Rep-
resentative William Douglas of 
Algeria asserted that any resolu-
tion “protects state sovereignty.”

During formal debate, Repre-
sentative Sarah Jessup of Jordan 
emphasized that equality is “vi-
tal in securing not only regional 
peace, but international as well.”  
Other representatives took less 
traditional means to rousing 
the committee’s attention. Rep-
resentative Gabriel Kruszka of 
Holy See led a prayer requesting 
guidance in reaching a solution.

At a press conference including 
Nigeria, Sudan, the Russian Fed-
eration and China, representatives 
urged passage of a resolution that 
according to Representative Brian 
Blackwater of Nigeria, would send 
a very strong message to the glob-
al West to disarm themselves of 
nuclear weapons before the global 
East will consider doing the same.  
Representative Colten Watrovs of 
Russia is concerned that the West 
has “been in control for too long 
and we are taking over now.”  These 
representatives are hopeful, as the 
resolution has over 48 signatories.  

PreSS releaSeS
Philippines
GA First Committee

Improvised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs) have continued to cause 
devastation to civilians and mili-
tary personnel  across the globe. 
Philippines wishes to point out the 
El-adde attack in Somalia where 
insurgents from the Al-shabaab 
terror organisation attacked a Ke-
nyan military base in Somalia kill-
ing dozens of Kenyan soldiers and 
siezed military gear and explosives.

Philippines finds that it is im-
perative that Member States 
prevent illegally armed groups, 
terrorist or political insurgents 
from obtaining and accessing 
explosives by securing ammuni-
tion stockpiles and military bases 
especially in war torn countries.

Bangladesh
CEPA

Bangladesh is disheartened by 
the failure of the committee to ab-
stain from the individual award, as 
it seemed as though many of the 
representatives agreed with the sen-
timent expressed. We are saddened 
and demoralized by the idea that 
a delegation would object to such 
an altruistic act and instead act in 
a more self serving manner. Ban-
gladesh truly believes that, in this 
representative’s seven years of expe-
rience, that this was the best com-

mittee in which they ever had the 
pleasure of being a representative. 
And wishes that the motion was 
successful. We believe everyone in 
this delegation deserved an award.

Sri Lanka
CEPA

The United States of America 
had its political system shaken to 
its core by events that have oc-
curred over the past year. When 
a country that possesses unparal-
leled technological capabilities 
can fall victim to the insidious 
weapon of fake news, how can 
developing countries such as In-
donesia and Sri Lanka be expected 
to refrain from placing common-
sense restrictions upon speech?

In the absence of regulation, for-
eign state and non-state actors are 
able to subtly poison the institu-
tions and the very sovereignty of de-
veloping countries with misinfor-
mation campaigns. In effect, calls 
for universal free speech further 
the cause of colonial exploitation.

Sri Lanka recognizes the need 
to protect speech. However, fake 
news and misinformation ruin 
democracy, rather than preserve 
it. The paradox of free speech is 
that it, when left unchecked, can 
be turned upon itself by the all-
too-real presence of malicious ac-
tors. The United Nations must 

promote solutions that recognize 
and address the threat posed to 
our institutions by fake news.

The Maldives, the People’s 
Republic of China, the Republic 
of Korea, Liechtenstein, the 
Republic of Madagascar, the 
Kyrgyz Republic, the United 
Mexican States, the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, the 
Republic of Djibouti, the 
Republic of Yemen, Republic of 
Colombia, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam.
OPCW

Over the previous days, the Con-
ference of the States Parties of the 
Organisation for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
has focused almost exclusively on 
the topic of the Implementation 
of Article X: Assistance and Protec-
tion Against Chemical Weapons. 
By the mid-point of our first ses-
sion on 20 November, three resolu-
tions had been passed and a fourth 
resolution was under deliberation 
regarding this topic. A general 
sense of hastiness and unfinished 
discussions of the topic at hand 
has been a staple of this Commit-
tee. It is with a sense of great con-
cern that that we urge countries 
to facilitate proper discussion and 
continue to focus upon Article X.

fao PUSheS reSolUtionS forward, diSCUSSeS key iSSUeS
By: Andrew Hartnett
FAO

The Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization discussed the impor-
tance of ensuring the diversity of 
plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture, cooperation 
with local farmers, the relevance 
of aqua-farming as well as the 
spread of antimicrobial-resistant 
pathogens among livestock and 
crops during the Monday sessions.

The Council passed two reso-
lutions on the sustainable use of 
plant genetic resources for food 
and agriculture Monday after-
noon. Resolution I/5 was adopted 
by consensus, and Resolution I/7 
passed after the introduction of 

Amendment A, with 25 votes in 
favor, 1 opposed and 2 abstentions.

Representative Jack Votava of 
Cameroon elaborated further, say-
ing of Resolution I/7 had “a lot 
of good ideas about how we can 
properly implement agriculture 
and expand it to new areas and 
how we can optimize crop pro-
duction for each local climate.” 

Representative Isabelle Rousso 
of Cameroon said of Resolution 
I/7 Amendment A, “Egypt and 
Japan both raised concerns about 
antimicrobial resistance as a result 
of these new initiatives and also 
land degradation. We addressed 
the issue with a combination of 
education and moreover discour-

aging irresponsible excessive use.” 
Representative Sarah Gam-

mon of Venezuela said, “We are in 
agreement with the direction that 
[Resolution] I/7 is going. One of 
the main reasons that we are on 
board with this is because it is a 
new direction. We believe that 
aquaculture and the fisheries are 
going to be a good direction to go.”

Issues regarding topic two, An-
timicrobial Resistance, were dis-
cussed Monday evening. Resolu-
tion II/1, encouraging further 
research into certain implica-
tions of antimicrobial resistance 
and disease, passed by consensus. 

 aS ClaSheS Strike 
yemen, SeCUrity 
CoUnCil SeekS 
PeaCe 
By: Lorenzo Von Swartzman
Contemporary Security Council

In an emergency session last 
night, the Security Council ad-
dressed the crisis situation in Ye-
men stemming from the violent 
clash between Saudi Arabian and 
Iranian forces in the country, along 
with the continued humanitarian 
crisis. The Council brought in the 
Republic of Yemen, the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The Council 
brokered a ceasefire between the 
two parties, (which would have 
included lifting several coalition-
held blockades for the purposes 
of providing humanitarian aid, as 
well as establishing a peacekeeping 
force within the country) but was 
ultimately unable to pass the final 
resolution, solidifying the deal. 


