
AMUN	  Chronicle
Tuesday, 25 November 2014 Afternoon Edition Volume XXV Issue 06
American Model United Nations International Conference Bringing Global Perspectives to Future Leaders

Fill Out a Conference Survey
Please make sure to fill out the surveys hand-
ed out in your Committee. Your feedback 
is strongly desired and greatly appreciated. 

Tweet About AMUN!
Send us tweets and photos to the International 
Press Delegation on Twitter at @AMUNIPD!

Send Us Your Personal Ads
Send us your personal ads for the very 
last Chronicle of the Conference at  
  personals@amun.org      

Representatives in the General Plenary await a vote Tuesday Morning.

General Assembly Plenary
Resolution GA Plen/I/4 passed 
during the Monday evening ses-
sion of the General Plenary. The 
countries of Sweden, Australia 
and the United States partnered 
to address international debt relief 
through the refinement of Heavily 
Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
guidelines.

GA First Committee
 The General Assembly First Com-
mittee has adopted a second reso-
lution, GA 1st/II/7, sponsored by 
Portugal. The Committee has since 
switched to topic area one regard-
ing the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Theory. The evening ses-
sion commenced with a 30 minute 
suspension of the meeting for cau-
cusing.

GA Second Committee
Second Committee discussed the 
topic of the Promotion of New and 
Renewable Sources of Energy. Rep-
resentatives discussed solar roads, 
micro-financing of renewable re-
sources and the costs of renewable 
resources.

GA Third Committee
The Third Committee discussed 
the topic of terrorism Monday eve-
ning. Representatives spoke about 
maintaining basic human rights 
and privacy while implementing 
counter-terrorism policies. Rap-
porteurs reminded representatives 
that directly combating terrorism 
did not fall under the Committee’s 
purview.

GA Sixth Committee
GA Sixth passed three resolutions 
on topic II: Criminal accountabil-
ity of United Nations officials and 
experts on mission. A motion to 
move to topic I did not pass. Rep-
resentatives said they would like to 
continue working on the rest of the 
resolutions for topic II.

ECOSOC
With 14 representatives voting 
in favor and 14 representatives 
against, Resolution ECOSOC/1/6 
did not pass Monday evening in 
the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council. Later that evening, 
the committee adopted Resolution 
ECOSOC/1/7.

ECA
The Economic Commission for Af-
rica is working on the last two out 
of nine amendments for the third 
resolution on topic I: Post-2015 
Millennium Development Goals. 
Several representatives are work-
ing on the report while the rest are 
brainstorming their resolutions. 

Committee & 
Council Updates

A View from the ICJ Justices

Female Artist BeyoncÉ Topic of Resolution

International Court of Justice Rules on Second Case

Security Council  
& ICJ Updates
Security Council
The Contemporary Security 
Council discussed the threat of the 
Islamic State of Syria and the Le-
vant (ISIL) Monday evening. Rep-
resentatives proposed the use of 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 
for intelligence gathering, and the 
transportation of humanitarian 
aide to people affected by conflict.

HSC ‘61
Former Prime Minster Lu-

mumba was killed by tribal mili-
tia in Congo. The USSR blames 
the Secretary-General Dag Ham-
marskjöld and demanded his im-
mediate resignation through a 
written resolution. Many coun-
tries stood opposed the resolu-
tion, however, the United Arab 
Republic supports the resolution.

HSC ‘93
After adopting resolutions HSC 
93/7 and HSC 93/8 pertaining to 
Somalia, the Historical Security 
Council of 1993 has continued 
discussion on the country. Mul-
tiple nations are drafting a reso-
lution to reform United Nations 
Operation in Somalia (UNISOM) 
regarding funding and peacekeep-
ing operations.

ICJ
Justices of the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) presented the opin-
ion for Germany v. United States of 
America case at 6:35 p.m. Monday. 
The court also began consideration 
of Republic of Guinea v. Democratic 
Republic of the Congo case at 6:45 
p.m. Monday.  

Committee & 
Council Updates, 
Continued
ESocD
The Commission for Social Devel-
opment was able to adopt a report 
regarding topic I: Status of the 
World Programme of Action for 
Youth. Topic II: Implementation 
of the World Programme of Action 
concerning Disabled Persons is 
also underway as they have divided 
the report into three parts. Two 
portions of the report have been 
passed and debate on the third por-
tion continues.

UNHCR
The United Nations High Com-
missioner For Refugees passed 
four resolutions Monday regarding 
health and safety, education, cluster 
methods and the legal framework 
for sexual abuse of refugees. The 
Commission has now moved on 
to deliberations on issues regarding 
internally displaced persons.

By Han Zhao

ICJ

Justices of the International 

Court of Justice did not favor ei-

ther country in the case of Ger-

many v. United States on Monday. 

Germany requested that the 

ICJ declare that the United States 

was guilty of violating the Vienna 

Convention, and that reparations 

should be made by the United States 

on behalf of the LaGrand brothers.

According to the final opinion, 

“the Court finds that the United 

States of America is, in fact, guilty 

of violating the Vienna Conven-

tion on Consular Relations of 

1963... the Court will not rule on 

the possibility of reparations due 

to the fact that this body does not 

have jurisdiction over individual’s 

rights pertaining to a legal matter.”

Eleven Justices worked towards 

the final opinion of the case. The 

Court did not order reparations at 

this time. However, the Court rec-

ognized that this is not the first in-

stance of the United States violating 

the Vienna Convention regard-

ing Consular Relations of 1963. 

Justices discouraged the United 

States against further violations 

as reparations may later be issued.

By Malachi Petersen

Third Committee

A proposed resolution to use 
the female singer Beyoncé  to de-
crease violence against women 
was discussed by Representatives 
of the Second Committee before 
the body moved on to discuss 
their second topic of terrorism. 

The resolution, which was au-
thored by Turkey, Bangladesh 
and Finland, implores Member 
States to recognize Beyoncé’s song 
“Run the World” for its contri-
bution to female empowerment. 

Representative Peter Ben-
zoni of Turkey said the resolu-
tion is meant to be “symbolic.”

“I think a lot of the largest mo-

ments of history have been cata-
lyzed by symbolic gestures. Look 
at things like the moon landing, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall — they 
were symbolic gestures that ended 
up catalyzing a whole cascade of 
changes that changed the world.” 

Representative Spencer Gor-
don of Ireland said the fact 
that the resolution has been 
taken as far as it has is “crazy.”

“I think it iss just people trying 
to have a little fun with it but may-
be kind of losing sight of why we’re 
here to do serious stuff,” he said. 

Representative Hayley Grif-
fin of Austria said she thinks the 
resolution is “a cool idea” but had 
heard differing opinions on it.

“I think people like it just be-

cause it’s different but other people 

are like ‘no, this is a joke, why are 

we passing a joke resolution?’” 

Representative Benzoni de-

fended his resolution, saying 

that if examined on any level the 

resolution does have substance. 

“It’s clear we’re not here 

to mess around,” he said. 

In order for the resolution to 

pass, the Committee must first 

vote to change topics back from 

the Protection of Human Rights 

and Fundamental Freedoms while 

Countering Terrorism to the Inten-

sification of efforts to eliminate all 

forms of violence against women.

By Han Zhao

ICJ

AMUN has 12 Justices serv-
ing on the International Court 
of Justice. It takes relatively six 
hours for Justices to reach an 
opinion for one case, aside from 
hearings. Some Justices discussed 
their ICJ experience this year. 

What  does  it  feel like being a 
Justice?

Justice Kimberly Marek: Being 
a Justice is hard, because you have 
to look at a lot of different laws and 
treaties, and make sure to interpret 

the law correctly rather than based 
on my own opinions. It’s hard but 
also rewarding. When I collabo-
rate with other Justices, we figure 
out what the law means; it makes 
it really exciting to put together 
an opinion and solid judgment.

ICJ has intense court hours; how 
does it feel? And how do you accli-
mate to the workload? 

Justice Ryan Bird: It gets really 
tiring. But just the fact that we stay 
so busy with the work, sometimes 
it feels like you are tired. So stay-
ing busy helps. When we finish up, 

we realize “Wow! I’m really tired!”

Do you have law experience? How 

does it apply to your ICJ experience?

Justice Chelsea Reinartz: I work 

at a law firm, I know the correct 

procedure for doing things like this. 

What have you learned?

Justice Sidney Larsen: I don’t 

have any experience with the 

law. I have learned how docu-

ments always have to be looked 

at and opinions have to be put 

together. It just has been a real 

learning experience for me.
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Personal Ads
To the hard working report-

ers at IPD, Thank you for 
your exceptional report-

ing this year. It has been a 
breath of fresh air having 

you.
-IPD Staff

#listenlinda

Congratulations IPD staff 
for a job well done. Shout 

out to Hannah, Sarah, 
Josh, Fred and Samantha 
for valiantly leading us to 

victory!
-Zach Boston

Dear geeks, we thank you 
for all you do. (You know 

who you are!)

Yik Yak. Enough said.

Sad as it is to say, Conference is Almost Over
But Conference Services Isn’t Closed Yet!

Don’t Miss Out on Your Last Chance for AMUN Souvenirs.

Read the Signs: The End is Coming

It’s Your Last Chance:
•	Don’t let Conference end without getting your very own AMUN T-shirt. 

The “Keep Calm and Caucus On” or “Got Peace” shirts will make you the 
envy of your friends and family. But only if you’ve bought one! So hurry 
now before Conference is over.

•	Conference Services also has a wide variety of other great AMUN 
memorabilia, including handbooks, UN Charters, water bottles, winter wear, keychains, buttons, lapel pins, flash 
drives, notebooks and more.

•	 If you’re sticking around for a while after Conference is over and need to find a museum or a place to eat Conference 
Services can also provide maps of Chicago and locations of popular tourist attractions and Chicago events.

Press Releases
By China

Security Council 

China is shocked and appalled 
at the allegations made by the 
United States and Israel regard-
ing unlawful shipping containers.  
The Chinese government only en-
gages in legitimate trade and would 
never attempt to supply any sort of 
equipment to someone that seeks 
to harm civilians.  After an exhaus-
tive search by harbor masters in ev-
ery port in China, we have found 
no records of the alleged contain-
ers having originated in or passed 
through China at any time.  China 
views these allegations as nothing 
more than another attempt by the 
United States Government to co-
vertly seek to destabilize China in 
fear of losing global hegemony.  
Additionally, Israel must be held 
accountable for all actions that in-
fringe upon the rights of citizens, 
especially those working toward 
the creation of a Palestinian state
By Chad 

GA 1st
Chad is both appalled and dis-

gusted by the comments made 
by Serbia in GA First Committee 
on 24 November 2014. During 
a speech in support of a working 
resolution, the delegation from 
Serbia recommended the use of 
Western Sahara as a nuclear testing 
ground. Upon question, the Rep-
resentative from Serbia clearly rec-
ognized that the implementation 
of this resolution would lead to the 
deaths of innumerable African ci-
vilians even outside the border of 
the Western Sahara territory. The 
delegation from Chad removed 
itself from the assembly in protest 
of the grotesque proposal of Ser-
bia and strongly condemns both 
further discussion of the proposal 
and the comments made by Ser-
bia. We strongly urge all African 
nations to join Chad in its strong 
condemnation of Serbia’s actions.

UNHCR Passes 
Four Resolutions

By Rebecca Greenway
UNHCR

After three days of deliberations, 
the United Nations High Com-
missioner For Refugees passed four 
resolutions Monday and has begun 
draft resolutions on the issues fac-
ing internally displaced persons.

The major difference between 
discussing refugees and internally 
displaced persons is national sov-
ereignty, Representative Landon 
Davison of Ethiopia said Monday 
evening. While the Committee 
is mindful of respective Member 
States’ jurisdictions, the Repre-
sentative said they are looking at 
incentive structures, policy-driven 
definitions of internally displaced 
persons and self-policing as poten-
tial solutions to the issues affect-
ing  internally displaced persons.

Representative Simone Martens 
of Palestine and Representative 
Daniel Kravchenko of Singapore 
spoke with Representative Davison 
in a joint press conference where 
they also discussed the Commit-
tee’s work deliberating the integra-
tion of aid by non-governmental 
organizations, the removal of bu-
reaucratic channels to create more 
efficient programming and cultural 
and linguistic training for those 
displaced persons in areas unfamil-
iar to them, among other topics.

Representatives Jimmy Clark of 
South Africa, Sheyla Rabei of Iraq 
and Madeline Pickens of Argentina 
also held a press conference on the 
adoption of four UNHCR reso-
lutions regarding legal aspects of 
refugee identification and sexual 
abuse reporting, culturally spe-
cific education programming on 
sexual health and social stigmas 
against sexual violence, position-
ing women in counselor and other 
higher status roles in order to de-
velop vocational skills and health 
and safety checks through the Of-
fice of Internal Oversight Services.

GA Combined Plenary Photo Collage


