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Executive Summary   

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) is pleased to
present to the Economic and Social Council its final report for the topic on the Regional
Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean. The following report covers
a wide range of subtopics including: ending discrimination, ensuring maternal health,
providing sex education, and promoting gender equality and education.

Chapter one includes the four resolutions that have been passed by this committee.  The
first resolution focused on education among women in matters of maternal health and sex
education for both women and men. Included were recommended measures that facilitate
the diffusion of the stigma of victims of domestic violence as well as the creation and
renovation of community facilities that house these victims. 

The second resolution focuses on education of both men and women about the value of
women. It includes finding non-traditional ways to educate women, at a variety of times
including day and night, as well as technological investments that facilitate education in
every region and an implementation of universal primary and secondary education.  The
resolution supports the use of scholarship programs to open avenues for higher education,
using funds from non-governmental organizations and from Member States when
possible. It also focuses on the need for equality between men and women in the areas of
wages and job availability and encourages government action and reform towards this
end. 

The third resolution places emphasis on primary education that educates people of all
ages and gender. It encourages the use of campaigning to promote the education for
women, as well as incorporating the use of non-governmental organizations to solve
regional educational problems. 

The fourth resolution urges governments to provide training in the teaching profession.  It
suggest the formation of “Teachers Without Borders” with specific encouragement of
female participants to participate within limits set by each individual country. Aid for this
program would be provided by ECLAC and non-governmental organizations. 

Chapter two covers the deliberations and proceedings of the ECLAC that produced this
proposal. It includes a brief summary of the relevant and significant debate on this topic
as well as the voting record for the resolutions presented in the report. 

This report was accepted by ECLAC by consensus with no abstentions.  
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Chapter I
Matters calling for action by the Economic and Social Council or brought to its
attention 

Draft Resolution I
The four prong system: education, finance, policy reform, and the expansion of the
work force

The Economic and Social Council

Reaffirming the duty of all States to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms under the Charter of the United Nations (UN),

Reaffirming also the UN’s decision in A/RES/58/142 to promote and protect the
right of women to participate in all levels of government, and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, which States that all people have the right to participate in his or her
country’s government,

Reaffirming further the UN’s decision in A/RES/59/164 to improve the status of
women in the United Nations system,

Reaffirming the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, which recognize that
every person in every State has certain rights that are superior to the domestic laws of the
State, and afford women equal working wages as men, as well as equal economic, social,
cultural, political, and civil rights as men,

Reaffirming also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which formally
recognizes the fundamental standards of human rights, and recognizes that said rights are
universally applicable across all States and people, without gender distinctions,

Recalling the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) and its commitment to taking active steps toward ending
discrimination against women and promoting gender equality through legislation, and
reorganization and establishment of institutions to ensure protection of women’s rights,

Recalling also the aims of the Beijing Platform for Action in the areas of gender
equality and development,

Recalling further the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) promotion of
gender equality and the empowerment of women, and of the need for protection of equal
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rights and opportunities for women and men,

Disappointed that the goals of CEDAW, the Beijing Platform for Action, and the
MDGs pertaining to women have yet to be fully reached,

Noting that true gender equality requires equity in politics, the workplace, and in
society generally,

Noting with regret that women’s participation and representation in political
institutions continues to be far lower than that of men,

Noting with deep regret that this unequal representation in political institutions
causes women to have much less influence on the legislation and decisions that affect
them directly,

Recognizing the positive effect that more women in politics would have on the
status of all women in the State and the subsequent need for a more proactive approach to
increasing and equalizing women’s participation and representation in politics,

Recognizing also the necessity of increasing women’s participation in all levels of
domestic and international political institutions to fully realizing the goals of past
resolutions on eliminating discrimination against women and promoting equality,

Noting that the detrimental effects of gender discrimination and inequity extend to
all aspects of society, and there are thus instrumental roles for both women and men,

Noting that attitudes toward women begin to formulate at a young age and that
gender sensitivity is not currently taught in schools,

Believing that educational reform would contribute greatly to improving the image
of women in society by encouraging children and all people to value women,

Noting with regret that the media currently perpetuates negative images of women
as secondary citizens,

Convinced that equity in the workplace is a necessary condition for improving the
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status of women in society,

Also convinced that wage discrimination and poor working conditions based on
gender cannot remain if societies want to be free from gender inequality,

Acknowledging the importance of economic and political stability in the pursuit of
creating more gender equality,

1. Realizes the need for education regarding cultural awareness, including a
curriculum aimed at socializing males to value women more highly and empower
females;

2. Recommends the implementation of education on sexual violence;

3. Encourages the use of non-traditional educational practices in addition to
public schooling including:

(a) athletics;

(b) arts;

(c) vocational training;

(d) extracurricular academic activities;

(e) education regarding healthcare;

(f) education regarding cultural understanding;

4. Supports the scheduling of classes at a variety of times including day and night
classes;

5. Calls upon the technological investment to provide distance education for girls
and women in rural areas, especially indigenous women;

6. Affirms the implementation for universal primary and secondary education:

(a) defines primary education as schooling from grades 1-8;

(b) defines secondary education as schooling from grades 9-12;

7. Urges the opening of avenues towards achieving higher education through
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measures such as scholarship programs;

8. Invites the creation of organizations to provide incentive and practical resources
for women to participate in the political process whether civil or governmental;

9. Proclaims the target of an increase in the percentage of women in the
workforce, public and private;

10. Endorses the implementation of anti-discrimination laws;

11. Acknowledges the necessity for maternal care, maternity leave and childcare in
the workplace;

12. Further invites economic incentives for compliance by corporations including,
but not limited to:

(a) tax breaks;

(b) subsidies;

(c) priority regards to government contracts;

13. Encourages the equality of wages between men and women;

14. Confirms the need for a widening of the workforce:

(a) Widening defined as an increase in the overall available employment;

15. Reaffirms the need for more variety in employment available to women:

(a) Variety defined as an assortment of shifts and required work hours including
part-time employment;

16. Recognizes the sovereignty of each Member State to implement policies with
their choice of private or public sources for said widening and variation;

17. Urges Member States to emphasize the importance of financing for the
aforementioned education from able-bodied States;
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18. Notes the available financing from United Nations Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) and United Nations Children Education Fund (UNICEF) and encourages
States to seek outside funding sources;

19. Urges Member States to contribute financially when possible to the overall
development of gender equality in the region;

20. Acknowledges the private sector as an additional possible source of funding;

21. Requests an increase in reports regarding the progress of the accomplishment
of the aforementioned goals to a biannual schedule;

22. Realizes the result of said policies will be changes in societal attitudes.

Draft Resolution II
Education for women and men including topics about: maternal health, sex, and
domestic violence.

The Economic and Social Council

Reaffirming the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (A/RES/62/218),

Recognizing the work of this Commission both previous and subsequent actions
taken towards promoting socioeconomic equality for women,

Seeking further progress in the implementation of programs and towards gender
equality,

Noting with satisfaction the high success and return rate of social and economic
programs for women,

Aware of the need for increased social and economic security for women,

Realizing that issues facing women vary throughout the region and only through
an integrated approach will any of these issues begin to be resolved,

1. Expresses its hope that Member States use all available outlets to end
discrimination on the basis of sex;

2. Notes that through comprehensive sex education for both men and women the
instances of sexually based offenses can be reduced;
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3. Endorses increased support for maternal health in accordance with the
Millennium Development Goals;

4. Encourages the protection of a degree of sexual and reproductive rights,
combatting the spread of sexually transmitted infections, such as HIV/AIDS;

5. Emphasizing the importance of the creation and renovation of pre-existing
community facilities to house and provide security to victims of domestic assault and
abuse;

6. Recommends long-term regional campaigns that diffuse the stigma associated
with women who have been victims of domestic violence. 

Draft Resolution III
Primary education for all people regardless of age or gender.

The Economic and Social Council

Recognizing the existent inequality between men and women at the workplace or
any other public spheres,

Understanding the importance of the education for women,

Reaffirming the goals of the ninth session of the Regional Conference on Women
in Latin America and Caribbean,

Acknowledging the previous efforts and recognizing the remaining obstacles
which challenge the Latin American region,

Noting that the sustainable change should be made upon this issue through short-
term programs which will result in a long-term economic success,

1. Strongly places emphasis on primary education by means of establishing 
institutions that educate people of all ages;

2. Reaffirms the need for alleviating gender disparity in regards to literacy;

3. Encourages the utilization of an information campaign to promote the 
involvement of women within their societies by:

(a) Calling for the distribution that perpetuates positive images of women 
as role models in educational literature and textbooks;
(b) Promoting the implementation of ad-campaigns that include women 
involvement in education and society the format of which will be left at the
discretion of the Member States;
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4. Incorporates Latin American non-governmental organizations to solve regional 
educational problems;

5. Strongly urges the establishment of centers as a means of an immediate course 
of action for women with an emphasize on reaching out to the indigenous 
population:

(a) Calling for centers to offer educational and employment opportunities;
(b) Promoting for center to act as shelters to provide information on sex, 
abuse, and marital problems, and offer contact information for help;
(c) Utilizing these centers as a place to obtain information about the status 
of women;

6. Encourages fairness in educational opportunities regardless of region to prevent
urban migration of labor;

7. Encourages the long-term stance of promoting higher education by establishing
bilateral exchange programs within education and the workforce;

8. Recognizes the importance of women not being overlooked from the workforce,
emphasizing the issue of empowering women by providing fair chance with men;

9. Respecting women’s involvement to be committed by their own decision and 
willingness to participate into the workforce in a deeper scale;

10. Encourages the companies to open seminars, professional trainings, or classes 
for workers as the means of the vocational opportunities to get a more precise 
education;

11. Recommends the use of incentives to private employers to allow their workers 
to have vocational training;

12. Suggests that all nations cooperate and put the utmost efforts to ameliorate the 
situation. 

Draft Resolution IV
Teacher training and promotion of "Teachers without Borders"

The Economic and Social Council

Noting with satisfaction the existence of exchange programs within the teaching
profession that are trying to make a difference,

Acknowledging the professional exchanges in the medical field that are already
taking place between multiple Member States of ECLAC,
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Noting with regret the absence of education in rural areas and in particular its
effects on the women and girls in the said areas, 

Recognizing the difficulties faced by teachers in rural areas including but not
limited to the areas of economy and safety,

Acknowledging the benefits of comprehensive health-care education in rural areas,

Reaffirming every State’s right to set curricula,

1. Urges individual governments to provide subsidies and free training in the
teaching profession;  

2. Suggests the formation of a ‘Teachers Without Borders’ program that would
allow teachers to work comfortably in the rural regions of Latin America and the
Caribbean without restrictions imposed by national identity;

3. Encourages governments to train teachers in exchange for their agreement to
teach in rural areas; 

4. Recommends that the individuals who participate in this project work for a term
limit that is designated by their own countries;

5. Calls upon ECLAC to work with other NGOs to aid in the organization and
actualization of this program;

 6. Suggests that States actively recruit women into these programs.
 
Draft Resolution VI

The Economic and Social Council

Reaffirming the need for citizens to become more involved in local and regional
economies,

Acknowledging the positive effects of education on the development and
diversification of the economy,

Realizing that education fosters innovation which results in entrepreneurial
activity and the further development of existing industries,

Understanding that higher levels of education will bring enhanced comprehension
of economic policies and situations,

Realizing the disparity caused by socio-economic situations to the access of
education of the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean,
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Noting the particular deficiency of education in rural and indigenous populations,

Emphasizing the work within the body towards the advancement of women’s
education,

Expressing deep concern of the outflux of highly skilled and educated
professionals from Latin America and the Caribbean,

Reaffirming the propositions set forth by the Millennium Development Goals in
regard to education of the youth with extension to higher education,

1. Encourages the formation of a medium to facilitate the union of resource and
need in reference to vocational search;

2. Calls for the expansion and creation of exchange programs, with the stipulation
that participants in the exchange programs must return to work within their home
country’s economy;

3. Urges the creation of a regional scholarship fund which welcomes contributions
from both private and public entities;

4. Supports programs and seminars that provide education of sustainable
consumption and investment practices;

5. Solemnly affirms the work of this body in reference to primary and secondary
education;

6. Encourages the diffusion of knowledge regarding educational opportunities
through an information campaign;

7. Endorses the benefits of education at all ages;

8. Encourages government incentives for private enterprises that offer time off to
workers in the pursuit of educational opportunities, especially, to those employers who
allow unskilled workers to garner a primary and secondary education;

9. Graciously welcomes the implementation of distance learning programs in areas
where infrastructural limitations hinder the traditional classroom method of pedagogy. 
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Chapter II
Consideration of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the
Caribbean

A. Deliberations

Representatives stressed the importance of education as the foundation for combating the
gender discrimination in work fields, governments, and society as a whole.  Calling for
integrated education including cultural aspects, vocational training, and academic focus to
contest the disparity among the genders, the Commission urged for the redefinition of
societal roles through non-traditional programs within and outside the school systems.
Furthermore, great focus was given to the promotion of health, sexual, and gender based
violence education as a means of advancing the social status of women. Some of the
delegations strongly favored the implementation of information campaigns on a regional
and a national level that will promote cultural appreciation and involvement of women in
society. The Member States sought to heighten the value of women in society by revising
textbooks and school curriculum to encompass a more equitable representation of women
in society at a national level. A number of representatives promote the creation of
community centers for women. In these centers, women would receive the
aforementioned non-traditional forms of education, vocational and self-preservation
training. The representatives encourage these centers to be established by non-
governmental organizations. 

By general consensus, primary education was found to be the cornerstone of the
furthering of women and female children in the economic, social, and political spheres of
our societies. In addition, the topic of continuing education was discussed, though no
agreement was reached on implementation of proposed solutions and alternatives. A
select amount of representatives encouraged the creation of higher education exchange
programs among nation Member States. 

Recognizing the accessibility barriers presented by the amount of rural area in Latin
America and the Caribbean, the Commission found that the use of distance learning
programs with improved technology would be essential to fill the existing gaps in
education. Many delegations expressed deep concern about the specific isolation of
indigenous women populations within their national borders and were content with the
emergence of the distance-learning program as a probable solution. 

On acquisition and allocation of capital, the use of microfinancing was widely discussed
but a consensus was not reached. Microfinancing could be used in this particular case as
small loans given to groups or communities to create entrepreneurial opportunities for
women. On the particular issue of funding, the Commission looked beyond their national
governments to pre-existing monetary resource organizations, namely United Nations
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and United Nations Child and Education Fund (UNICEF).
In addition to the use of these external sources, the representatives of the Commission
urge one another to consider multilateral collaboration with resources that Member States
cannot provide themselves internally. 
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Also related to the financing debate, the Official Development Assistance (ODA) was
mentioned. A large number of representatives expressed their desire to see ODA
commitments fulfilled, specifically by increased contributions by the Member States of
the Commission. No decision was reached for this discussion.

A select few members of  ECLAC emphasized the importance of existing scholarships
for higher education at a national or exchange level, encouraging developed States to
make such available. 

The Commission was in support of promoting government incentives to corporations and
other organizations that fulfill gender targets and educational goals, thus encouraging
such organizations to be more participatory in the accomplishment of said objectives.

Member States not only supported the integration of women and female children into the
educational system but also their full incorporation into the work force. In order to
accomplish this, the body concentrated their efforts on promoting governmental reward
systems that will encourage the fulfillment desired gender targets in the workforce. As a
means of achieving these objectives, representatives emphasized the necessity of the
expansion of workforces in our respective Member States to allow greater availability of
employment, particularly for women. Furthermore, it was thought that a widening of the
workforce should lead to a greater flexibility overall.

On the issue of vocational training for women, a small amount of disagreement existed
within the Commission in regards to who should receive this training. Yet the overall
opinion rose to be that this vocational instruction should be offered both in the
educational system and the private sector.

For the most part, the representatives strongly accentuated the importance of achieving
equal treatment, access, and opportunity for women in the workforce above all other
concerns within the larger labor issue.

The Latin American and Caribbean nations realized the inherent necessity of addressing
the issue of women’s greater societal status and importance specifically in regards to their
own governmental policies and actions that directly and indirectly affect women. Having
evaluated the current political participation levels of women in each respective Member
State, the Commission urged the formation of policies and organizations to further propel
women toward achieving a higher level of political relevance. ECLAC felt that gender
mainstreaming would be sufficiently addressed through these political encouragements
toward improvement. 

It was proposed that Member States look to their national allocation of funds for any
needed resources before seeking external funding. It was also assumed that these
governments should take full responsibility for implementing the economic incentives
mentioned earlier in the Commission for private industries.
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As a final outlook on the advancement of women, the represntatives considered the
necessity of encompassing health into the deliberations. The concern of maternal health
care was brought to the attention of the Commission and a rapid consensus was realized
on the issue.

The protection of reproductive rights was a sensitive issue for many countries at the
onset. However, once the proposal was more narrowly defined wide support was quickly
galvanized with few objections. 

The representatives insisted on the accountability necessary for the agreed upon goals and
frameworks to fully come into effect. The body called upon its members to hold each
other accountable. 

The sustainability of the discussed points and their true effects on the national, regional
and global economy were discussed at large. Great concern was expressed for the need
that sustainability be more concretely realized. The Commission as whole was pleased
with the prospective level of sustainability in the outlined proposals.

Throughout the entire session on the advancement of women, incredible concern was
taken in regards to protecting the unalienable sovereignty of each Member State.
Ultimately,  there was a unanimous regard for avoiding policies that would
inappropriately impede upon the ability of any State government to freely and actively
pursue what would be in the best interest of their citizens.

B. Action taken by ECLAC

At its meeting on November 22 -25, 2008, the Commission approved for
recommendation for adoption by the Economic and Social Council four resolutions. The
first passed draft resolution, II/1, seeks to address health needs, sexual education, and
reproductive rights for women in Latin America and the Caribbean, and was sponsored by
Dominican Republic, Argentina, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Barbados, Brazil, Jamaica, Chile,
Netherlands Antilles, Paraguay, Colombia, Haiti, and Venezuela. The resolution was
amended and passed with a roll call vote (for resolution text, see Chapter I, Draft II).

Second, the Commission approved draft resolution II/2 as an overview of what needed to
be addressed in all of Latin America and the Caribbean through education, expansion of
the workforce, financing, and government reform This resolution was sponsored by
Republic of Korea, Haiti, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Japan, Bolivia, Venezuela,
Guyana, Uruguay, Costa Rica and Chile. This resolution was amended and approved by
consensus with eleven abstentions (for resolution text, see Chapter I, Draft I).

The Commission moved on to consider draft resolution II/3 on the strengthening of
primary education, the utilization of information campaigns and the creation of centers
for women which was sponsored by France, Germany, Uruguay Aruba, Haiti, Venezuela,
Canada, Paraguay, Ecuador, United States of America, and Puerto Rico. No amendments
were made and the resolution was passed by placard vote. (for resolution text, see
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Chapter I, Draft III)

The Commission finalized the debate and work on the advancement of women with the
passing of draft resolution II/4 calling for the formation of the “Teachers Without
Borders” program to further education in Latin America and the Caribbean as sponsored
by Venezuela, Aruba (Netherlands), Costa Rica, Cuba, Germany, Haiti, Japan, Portugal,
and Uruguay. This resolution was amended and passed through a roll call vote (for
resolution text, see Chapter 1, Draft IV).
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Chapter III
Adoption of the report of the Commission

At its meeting on November 24, 2008, the draft report of the Commission was made
available for consideration. The Commission considered the report, and with no
amendments, adopted the report by consensus.
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